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[Abstract in English]
Religions Pluralism and the New Testament
A.Tto

This article attempts to tackle the question of religious pluralism from the perspective
of the New Testament studies. First,we examine most of classical proof texts in the New
Testament which are usually thought to speak against religious pluralism (e. g. Acts 4:
12 and John 14:6) with the hope that they can be effectively used against it. However, all
we can conclude by examining these passages is that we are far from being certain that
they definitively deny the phenomenon of the so-called religious pluralism. Then we must
turn to other places for our case against religious pluralism. What I have proposed in the
end is that first of all we should avoid arguments based on the biblical proof texts, which
might easily lead us into the pitfall of anachronism. Instead we should probably pay more
attention to the underlying flow of arguments in the Bible. Specifically we turn to the
Pauline teaching on the relationship between Jews and Gentiles with special reference
to their salvation, which is more noted as justification by faith. Paul insists on the equal
footing for both Jews and Gentiles to become a member of the people of God. In other
words, he objects to the view that Gentiles must get circumcised in order to be full members
of the people of God. His arguments are based on the monotheistic idea which was an
axiomatic doctrine at least for Jews of his day. It is questionable whether Paul’'s arguments

are still tenable in the postmodern world. However, this can be a good starting-point.
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