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[Abstract in English]
Religious Pluralism and Christian Mission
M. Kurasawa

Modern Japanese intellectuals have doubted monotheism because it enhances a
conflict between nations and peoples. They contend that the world needs a polytheistic
religion and pluralistic value system. Western Christian theologians have also gradually
taken pluralistic perspectives for religion and abandoned the uniqueness and finality
of the Christian gospel. This paper will deal with the challenge of the pluralistic under-

standing of Christian mission and an evangelical response to it.

1. Challenge of religious pluralism

a) Non-absoluteness/ non-uniqueness of Christianity

Religious pluralism says that no religion may legitimately assert its superiority and
that any religion is a human cultural-historical expression toward “Ultimate Reality”
or “the Real.” John Hick is one of its powerful advocates. He has two reasons why some
theologians have refused the absoluteness of Christianity: (1) the richness of world
religions has become known to the Western world; and (2) Christian absoluteness has
justified the Westerner’s exploitation and oppression toward the people of two-thirds
world and caused suffering to the people of other faiths.

b) Recession of world evangelization and promotion of interreligious dialogue

Religious pluralists have reconceptualized Christian mission and conversion. They
regard Christian mission as “God’s continuing activity through the Spirit to mend the
brokenness of creation, to overcome the fragmentation of humanity, and to heal the rift
between humanity, nature, and God.” They say that Christians are called to participate
in God’s mission in cooperation with people of other faiths. Thus they throw away the
traditional understanding of Christian mission and promote the interreligious dialogue

to work together for human unity and peace.
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2. An Evangelical response

a) “The Kingdom of God” as a theological framework

The Triune God is the God of the Kingdom. The Kingdom of God is fully manifested
through Christ’s second coming. It consummates the whole of history, and its scope is
cosmic. It refers primarily to the universal lordship of Jesus Christ and demands the
allegiance of all creation to Him.

b) “The Name of Jesus”

Religious pluralists reject any exclusive statement about Jesus as “God” and regard
Him as a god-like man. They ignore the historical and factual aspect of the essential
Christian doctrines and relativize the once-for-all historical events of Jesus Christ. The
uniqueness of Jesus’ name, however, was once proclaimed by the Early Church to the
polytheistic Roman world so that the Christians were regarded as creators of dissension
throughout the world.

¢) The Great Commission of Jesus Christ

Christ’s universal lordship demands the Church proclaim the Gospel to people in every
culture, crossing religious barriers. The challenge of religious pluralists to exclusivist
Christians is the question of the destiny of those who have never heard the Gospel. This
issue is still in discussion among the Evangelicals. Religious pluralists see the exclusive
claim of Jesus Christ to be arrogant and intolerant. However, tolerance does not mean
accepting everything as right. For example, to leave a person alone who is about to commit
suicide for the sake of tolerance is not right, is it? Shouldn’t we try to persuade him/her
to not carry out that act? Moreover, we should emphasize God’s tolerance (patience)

which leads us to repentance.

Religious pluralism will today lead Christians to consider the Christian context in
the world of the Roman Empire in the first century, to the authentic biblical hermeneutics
in every culture, and to the true understanding of the Gospel. It brings the coexistence
of religions and the age of choosing freely whatever religions people desire. In such an
age, we can hold the uniqueness of Jesus Christ and make Him known to the world

with a humble attitude.

40



(AAFEEH)
FHMETLEFLF )R MIEY
R E W

XL oic

B BADBRRIT—MESEM LT NI HO TV b, ZIUE—ME
HFAERE R RIEM OB RGHFEMESIELIDOLEZLLLTH L,
FUL AR MBI 2 FHRMMEAR R LEE LT D I HI3FIRT 5, ok
DF ) A MNEHFEE DL T2, REBICER S TERNEE b > TEZLD
IHICnh, F)AMUOREOMAMLHSELREL TE 2, TG,
FUVRXMERIIBIT 2L FRWERLHILL, MEFRWICELRRT 5
bOTH5b,

1. RHEZTEERD SOk

1) F1) A MEOIEMTE I E 1
FEETLEREL, WP LLEHELFOEMME TRETERVWEL, T
EOFEED [ME—OFAYSETE] 123 2 AB OIS ORERE - bEWTH
BIZTELWETFET S, Vary by 7 3EESETIEREOMILRIBED—
ANTH 5B, ffl, ZEMAIOF ) A NHFEZEDZF O EFRN VG EIET
LIt holhkRL, “OOEELREREHITTDL, H—1E, ILHRHE
FHOBWEPSPBERKICH S SN2 L, ETUE, F1) A GO T
ROLHAO IR TR EIPEZ IELLL, MEHDOALZHFLOTELI L
ThHbET D,

2) BEEHDORIE & FEHMAEE O

FEMEIUEREL, ¥ A MEHE FORLOFALICEY) ATV,
WoHdF) A MREHE [AIEDIZZ ARV, ANEOSHEERERL, AH
CHK ML OWNH Z T 7200, HMEICX Z2MOMENTEE] LEZ D,
ZLTC, ¥VRAMNER, EBEOALEH LT, ZotFicBF 200 [F
Bl ICBMT5E)ICHENTEET D, TH) LTHESIEFY A MEHKIC
DV T ORRIYIFEZ T, FHEMEFFICL T, NEHO—H L TR
THLOMENIT S,

41



FUAPEMWE T (19974F)

2. BEEIENETIIEE

1) [HDRE] &) MR A

HEOM L I ZM—EROWHTH D, MOEIIF ) A OIS L > TR
BND, MOEIIEFREFTRSE, FOHMIIFTEHERTH 2, MOEDE—
FMERIE, 1 TX - FVRAMOEEBNEETH Y, WICHT 2 EHE 2hE
WITRKD 5,

2) [ 2% ] omAN

FEBEILERE I AR E T AP EREZ B, ol AL
AT, CORRE, BEEORARNLEGLOREL - HEMMH ZEM L, B
FME— DR ERFETHEA T A - F1) A PR EELO—FIL L2
LIZE D, A ZRADEALDOMBAEFHNRBRIZ L o TEMEW 21 — < HEFRIZ
FIRENTZWZIZ, FVRAMFFIERLESTIIEOELAONEIZES7-D
Thhb,

3) KREHAS

FURNOERY T EME, BHEDDOWDIALD N A I FEHH) % BERE % B
ATHELZENMER DI L 2RO D, FHELITLEREDPMII LS 2 b OF )
Z PEITFT AL, BEE—ELHWI LD WAL DEMGICET S D
DTHbH, COFEIBEEREOMTALFRFHETH L, A T ADOMAM
FERTIMEERL, FRETLERAIL ST, HIBTHIAERTLE L,
Lo L, BRLEMTHZIIANS I E TRV, MIAZL LD LEoTW
LEBERERIINS> TEBIP RV, ZNxIEOEE, £EDL LT, FEEX
TALHEWHEANIEE 2D ->TEDFF L LV, BAXMI L6, MEERE
E MhoEs] 2 REL LTE%S R,

FEEBEILERIE, FVUANEL, SHOMREEZWIWIE—IROZNITE
DI EE, ENEFNOICBIT 2 EIELZEHEBEREAMEL, FTEFTRETOE
HOWMELREMANEEL L LD, FHETHRE, S FHSREL,
FOEBOTHPLEANEDTOEFLEICL ) ENTORIRTE ML ZE L, £
D& IR THIEZZ, BEEHEHZIL, 1T A - FYRXMEZOHEFOM
AELMEELT, L2rd3RIcdileEsfsdoT, MM LD 5]
CENTEDLDTH A,

42



