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[Abstract in English]
The Old Testament and the Japanese Church
M. Nishi

G. K. Chapman mentions in Reminiscences of the Chuo shingakko (1971) as follows:
One of the reasons why the Japanese church has been weak is that it has not much
used the Old Testament in the church. This is testified by the facts that they yielded to
idols worship under the political power of the government during the last war, and also
can be seen in the confessions of sins concerning their liability for the war, which was
made by the Kyodan right after the war. They had not been aware that they had bowed
the knee to Baal, that is, to the Shinto cults during the war.

The writer reviews the use of the Old Testament in the history of church, especially
of the Japanese church since Meiji-era. The main reasons that the Japanese Christian
has not used the Old Testament much are: 1) Nationalism as represented by the Imperial
Rescript on Education, and 2) The results of influence of destructive criticism.

The situation has been much improved since the war. But distorted nationalism has
still survive, and critical interpretations of the Bible are popular among non evangelical
groups even now. The writer presumes that many Japanese churches should grow
much stronger if the churches accept the Old Testament as the inspired revelation of
God and learn from it the fundamental thoughts of the Bible, that is, the ideas of God,

man and history etc.
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