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[Abstract in English]

God and Nature
— The Problem of the Oriental and Western Views of Nature —

S. Obata

A famous hatku by Kaga-no-Chiyojyo goes as follows:
A morning glory,
blooming around the well bucket,
made me ask to draw water from the neighbor’s.

This essay critiques Daisetsu Susuki who, taking issues from this haiku, argues for
Buddhism in comparison to Christianity.

Daisetsu argues that in Buddhism it is prohibited to touch the beauty, whereas in
Christianity one picks up a flower, arranges it, pours chemicals on it, and examines it in
a test tube. This view is criticized by referring to Masahisa Uemura who compares
Saigyo with William Wordsworth.

When discussing the expressions such as to conquer the universe or a mountain,
Daisetsu remarks that nature in the West is always understood as confronting the
humans, which creates a conquer-or-be-conquered relationship between them. On the
contrary, however, the Biblical view of nature is that it, along with us humans, is created
by God, and suffers with us and co-exists with us. In addition, it has to be noted that
there have been numerous preserve-the-nature movements in the West which was
started by Christianity historically, embodied for example in the Royal Society for
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) of the UK and in the punishments on offenders
including fines and imprisonment.

The Japanese sense of and sympathy toward beauty, which Daisetsu intends to praise,
are exemplified in the Biblical view of nature which is expressed in the anthropomorphism
of nature, the nature-morphism of humans and God. Further the Bible also presents the
view of nature that is richly sustained by the love of the personal God. The essay ends
with a quotation from Francis of Assisi.
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