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[Abstract in English]

Contemporary “Christian Philippine” Catholic Church, Its Social
Views and Involvement: In Relation to Its Ecclesiology

S. Miyawaki

This paper deals with the social views and involvement of contemporary Philippine
Catholic church as a “Public Religion”. And special notice is taken about what the past
researches tend to neglect, that is, relation of social views and involvement to its
ecclesiology, as a majority and hierarchical religious institution having faced an impact
from outside, the drastic change of universal church since the Second Vatican Council.

General Catholic Views on Society and Ecclesiology has been directed from the
combination of charitable social action and closed church, through radical openness by
Second Vatican Council and resulting confusion, into moderation, with some
coordination with some ideas from the leftist wings (e.g. Liberation Theology), and the
resulting products of documents of various doctrinal inclinations are sources of
authority of different groups within the institution, thus causing the incorporation of
diversity as well as the potential cause of fundamental identity crises.

Philippine Catholic Church became dominant religion through the position as
national religion under Spanish colonial rule, and having adapted to American
“democratic” reign in the former half of the 20® century. And the institutional church
has had strong social and political influence as the “representative” of majority
religion. Thus, in the pride of holding the basic source of national identity, church had
been historically very self-conserving and authoritarian in nature, and then under the
outer pressure of Vatican II's vision of “renewal” and growing social instability
afterwards, there occurred serious cleavage between the conservative moderates and
radicals. But gradually going against Marcos dictatorship, and having the common
ground of the view of virtual identification of church with society, the two sides began
to cooperate. On the other side, feeling scared of secularization and new native
religious resurgence, church began to stress on the catechetical reform and community
building harmonious to the Liberationist vision, yet because of the bureaucratic
hindrance it has not yet been so speedy nor effective.

The church became confident of its central role in the reconstruction of Philippine
society after active involvement in the democratization process in 1986, but its
structural and innate weakness became obvious immediately. Church, being obsessed
with such dreamlike vision and trying to realize it in the name of “the church of the
poor = the community of disciples”, soon faced the limitation, which is indicated in the
contradiction found in the discourses of her leaders, especially the endeavor of
pressuring politics through the involvement in social affairs, and lamenting the “lack of
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maturity” on the side of the people instead of serious reflection on church's historical
deficiency. The church lacks in the human resources or the influence for mobilization
much enough to claim its leading position for society; or rather, it has half-independent

and very active segments inside it, having difficulty in manipulating the direction for
future.
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