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[HEmSSEERe] | HE | 4 | &

Then, by these benefits shed like dew from heaven upon us, we are led as by rivulets to the spring itself.

[ ] | BT | &

Just as old or bleary-eyed men and those with weak vision, if you thrust before them a most beautiful volume, even if
they recognize it to be some sort of writing, yet can scarcely construe two words, but with the aid of spectacles will
begin to read distinctly; so Scripture, gathering up the otherwise confused knowledge of God in our minds, having

&)
dispersed our dullness, clearly shows us the true God.

[H¥mSR ] | B4 13,
Therefore, however fitting it may be for man seriously to turn his eyes to contemplate God’s works, since he has been

placed in this most glorious theater to be a spectator of them, it is fitting that he prick up his ears to the Word, the
better to profit.
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[HEnREEE] 11HE] MR

It is like a man who, shut up in a prison into which the sun’s rays shine obliquely and half obscured through a rather
narrow window, is indeed deprived of the full sight of the sun. Yet his eyes dwell on its steadfast brightness, and he
receives its benefits. Thus, bound with the fetters of an earthly body, however much we are shadowed on every side
with great darkness, we are nevertheless illumines as much as need be for firm assurance when, to show forth his

mercy, the light of God sheds even a little of its radiance.

[H¥nsS ] | ;NN | - &

To prevent anyone from taking refuge in the pretense of ignorance, God himself has implanted in all man a certain
understanding of his divine majesty. Ever renewing its memory, he repeatedly sheds fresh drops. ... And they who in
other aspects of life seem least to differ from brutes still continue to retain some seed of religion. ... But they would
never have achieved this if men’s minds had not already been imbued with a firm conviction about God, from which the

inclination toward religion springs as from a seed.

[ ] 1 1B+ | 11 1R

I reply that God ought not to be considered changeable merely because he accommodated diverse forms to different
ages, as he knew would be expedient for each. If a farmer sets certain tasks for his household in the winter, other tasks
for the summer, we shall not on this account accuse him of inconstancy, or think that he departs from the proper rule of

agriculture, which accords with the continuous order of nature. In like manner, if a householder instructs, rules, and
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guides, his children one way in infancy, another way in youth, and still another in young manhood, we shall not on this
account call him fickle and say that he abandons his purpose. Why, then, do we brand God with the mark of

inconstancy because he has with apt and fitting marks distinguished a diversity of times?

[ RS ] | B 3R

Hence, we must strive onward by this straight path if we seriously aspire to the pure contemplation of God. ... If we
turn aside from the Word, ... though we may strive with strenuous haste, yet, since we have got off the track, we shall
never reach the goal. For we should so reason that the splendor of the divine countenance, which even the apostle calls
“unapproachable”, is for us like an inexplicable labyrinth unless we are conducted into it by the thread of the Word; so

that it is better to limp along this path than to dash with all speed outside it.

[EnREERK] 1114 [+ | 30 1R

For we shall know that the moment we exceed the bounds of the Word, our course is outside the pathway and in
darkness, and that there we must repeatedly wander, slip, and stumble. Let this, therefore, first of all be before our eyes:
to seek any other knowledge of predestination than what the Word of God discloses is not less insane than if one

should purpose to walk in a pathless waste, or to see in darkness.

[HRnSSEEEN] 1IHE HoH |+ | &

Faith, then, as Paul teaches, serves as our shield. When held up against weapons it so receives their force that it
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either completely turns them aside or at least weakens their thrust, so that they cannot penetrate to our vitals. When,
therefore, faith is shaken it is like a strong soldier forced by the violent blow of a spear to move his foot and to give
ground a little. When faith itself is wounded it is as if the soldier’s shield were broken at some point from the thrust of

the spear, but not in such a manner as to be pierced.

[H6RmS ] 1114 T+ 1

Faith needs the Word as much as fruit needs the living root of a tree.

[HSRnSSEEEN] EIHE] 40+ | §

And just as often happens when buildings are pulled down the foundations and ruins remain, so he did not allow his
church either to be destroyed to the very foundations by Antichrist or to be leveled to the ground, even though to
punish the ungratefulness of men who had despised his word he let it undergo frightful shaking and shattering, but

even after this very destruction willed that a half-demolished building remain.

[93mSEERK] 1 ERI 141 [$g
Such is the consummate ignorance of priests that the greater part of them are no more fitted to exercise this office

than a shoemaker to till fields.



[HiXnREE] EHERI- | 48

If a usurer who never set foot out of a city were to claim to be a plowman or vinedresser; if a soldier who has been
continually in battle and in camp, and has never seen a law court or books, were to claim to be a lawyer — who could
abide such disgusting absurdities? Yet somewhat more ridiculous are those who wish to seem and be called lawful

pastors of the church, and yet do not wish to be such.

[H¥nREE] EE+EN - 1

He feeds our bodies through bread and other foods, he illumines the world through the sun, and he warms it through
heat; yet neither bread nor sun nor fire, is anything save in so far as he distributes his blessings to us by these
instruments. In like manner, he nourishes faith spiritually through the sacraments, whose one function is to set his

promises before our eyes to be looked upon, indeed, to be guarantees of them to us.

[H¥nREE] EE+—Di | &

God has received us, once for all, into his family, to hold us not only as servants but as sons. Thereafter, to fulfill the
duties of a most excellent Father concerned for his offspring, he undertakes also to nourish us through the course of our
life. ... To this end, therefore, he has, through the hand of his only-begotten Son, given to his church another sacrament,
that is, a spiritual banquet, wherein Christ attests himself to be the life-giving bread, upon which our souls feed unto

true and blessed immortality.
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[HiXnREE] EHE+- BRI
If the Spirit be lacking, the sacraments can accomplish nothing more in our minds than the splendor of the sun

shining upon blind eyes, or a voice sounding in deaf ears.

[HEnREE] EE+-EH-DiE
But they [= the sacraments] avail and profit nothing unless received in faith. As with wine or oil or some other
liquid, no matter how much you pour out, it will flow away and disappear unless the mouth of the vessel to receive it is

open; moreover, the vessel will be splashed over on the outside, but will still remain void and empty.

[HEnREE] EHE-D iR
In this way the Lord intended, by calling himself the “bread of life”, to teach not only that salvation for us rests on
faith in his death and resurrection, but also that, by true partaking of him, his life passes into us and is made ours —

just as bread when taken as food imparts vigor to the body.

Defensio Sanae et Orthodoxae Doctrinae de Sacramentis
Just as the heat of the sun gives energy to a living and animated body but promotes stench in a corpse; so 1s it

certain that the sacraments, where the Spirit of faith is not present, breathes deadly rather than vital omo,m
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In spite of everything, the break was not complete. Although the commentaries of Lefévre and Erasmus do not figure
among the established sources of the Institutes, we can assert that a good portion of the humanist heritage passed
into Calvin’s theology. We think especially of his method of exegesis, the importance attached to the study of the
Fathers, the acceptance of a kind of “Christian philosophy,” the respect for several thinkers of pagan antiquity, and
the strongly ethical character of his teaching on the Christian life. [Alexandre Ganoczy, The Young Calvin, tr. David
Foxgrover and Wade Provo (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1987), p. 181.]

For Calvin, far more than is generally admitted, was the heir of Erasmus; the heir in a more intolerant age, it is true,
changed by the struggle, but still, in essentials, the heir. ... Like Erasmus, unlike Luther, Calvin believed in a
reformed visible Church ... the hierarchy was not to be destroyed but purified, made more efficient, more dynamic.
[H. R. Trover-Roper, Religion, the Reformation and Social Change and Other Essays (London: Macmillan, 1967), p.
25.]

Calvin was thus fully Erasmian in his insistence that Christianity is in essence not a set of dogmas but a way of life,
and his own teaching was directed to the promotion not so much of theological understanding as of practical piety.

[William J. Bouwsma, “The Quest for the Historical Calvin.” Archiv f iir Reformationsgeschichte 77 (1986), p. 55.]
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The influence of humanism on Reformed doctrines of justification began to decline with the clear statement of the
concepts of imputed righteousness and forensic justification. However, the possibility that both these concepts
themselves have a humanist background means that the humanist influence on Reformed doctrines of justification
cannot be regarded as having been minimised with Calvin’s doctrine of justification; indeed, it may rather have
reached a peak. [Alister E. McGrath, “Humanist Elements in the Early Reformed Doctrine of Justification.” Archiv
fiir Reformationsgeschichte 73 (1982), p. 19.]

@) Masami Inoue, “The 'Die’ of Young Calvin: A Study of his Commentary on Seneca’s De Clementia.” M. Div. thesis
(Tokyo: Tokyo Christian Theological Seminary, 1985)

@ Masami Inoue, “The Philosophia Christi and Mens Scriptoris: A Comparative Study of the Hermeneutics and
Humanism of Desiderius Erasmus and John Calvin.” Th. M. thesis (Grand Rapids, MI: Calvin Theological Seminary,
1989)

& Antoon Veerman, De Stijl van Calvijn in de Institutio Christianae Religionis (Utrecht: Kemink en Zoon, 1943).

©) See inter alia: Ford Lewis Battles, “The Theologian as Poet: Some Remarks about the 'Found’ Poetry of John Calvin.”
in Dikran Y. Hadidian (ed.), From Faith to Faith (Pittsburgh: Pickwick Press, 1979), pp. 299-337; Quirinus Breen,
“John Calvin and the Rhetorical Tradition” in Christianity and Humanism (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans,
1968), pp. 107-129; Serene Jones, Calvin and the Rhetoric of Piety. (Louisville, KY: Westminster/John Knox Press,
1995); E. David Willis, “Rhetoric and Responsibility in Calvin’s Theology.” in Alezander J. McKelway and E. David
Willis (eds.), The Context of Contemporary Theology (Atlanta, GA: John Knox Press, 1974).
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(De Vera Participatione Carnis et Sanguinis Christi, vol. 9 of loannis Calvini Opera quae supersunt Omnia, p. 514.)
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